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hub that legal practitioners can now fully tackle
with Lexis Middle East’s straightforward access to
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Essential information you can’t get anywhere else

On top of fully amended and consolidated laws translated from
Arabic to English by our strategic partner Sader Legal Publi-
shing and regulatory material for more than 50 freezones and
agencies, Lexis Middle East is the only platform that includes
translations of all GCC gazette indexes and more than 15,000
case summaries.

Accomplish tasks faster with know-how from leading local
practitioners

The new Lexis Middle East platform encompasses a complete
up-to-date set of practical guidance tools and documents:
Questions & Answers, Getting the Deal Through, Toolkits, and
more than 1,300 exclusive Practice Notes from Gulf Legal
Advisor.

Gulf Legal Advisor makes each discipline accessible through the
guidance of lawyers who work in that field of law, day in and
day out. It provides busy practitioners with the what, how, and
why of the GCC laws that they need to work profitably daily.

Work at maximum efficiency with cutting-edge features
The new powerful search engine comes with numerous inno-
vative features such as Fast track, Drilldown, Case Pathfinder, or
Dynamic Table of Content, which have been designed for quick
and easy access to the information you need.

Stay on top of the latest developments

Access magazines like The Oath or The MENA Business Law
Review, regional office law firm newsletters like Al Tamimi

& Co's or Clyde & Co's and daily news updates drawn from
over 350 local sources.

Receive alerts regarding any new content or content updates
on the platform via our fully customizable alert module.

Support you can count on

With our GCC-wide team on the ground supported by our
London and Paris offices, our team is on hand to assist you
face-to-face or remotely to ensure that you make the best out
of our solutions.
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The QICDRC has come a long way in the last
ten years. When it was first established, the
Court and Tribunal each had a very small
caseload.

From 2012 onwards, the Court began to hear
a much more diverse range of cases relating
to matters such as (i) banking and finance,
(i) debt recovery, (i) employment, (iv)
insolvency, and (v) insurance and reinsurance,
to name but a few. The Tribunal, which
exercises a specialist requlatory jurisdiction,
has heard statutory appeals from decisions
of the Companies Registration Office,
Employment Standards Office, QFC Authority
and QFC Regulatory Authority.

The QICDRC publishes
its judgments on its
website and through
LexisNexis.

The QICDRC publishes its judgments on its
website and through LexisNexis. It has
recently introduced a standard neutral
citation system so that its judgments on
matters of worldwide commercial interest
can readily be cited in other commercial and
business courts.

In 2017, the jurisdiction of the Court was
significantly expanded as a result of the
enactment of Law No. 2/2017 issuing the
Arbitration Law in Civil and Commercial
Matters. Pursuant to that law, where the
Court is elected as the "Competent Court”, it
has the jurisdiction to perform various
supportive and supervisory roles relating to
arbitrations seated in the State of Qatar.

The QICDRC has also broadened its range of
dispute resolution services. In March 2020,
the QICDRC Mediation Rules were launched,
affording willing parties the opportunity to
resolve their disputes amicably, without the
need to resort to arbitration or litigation.

Middle East & North Africa
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Since its inception,
the Court has been
well-equipped to deal
with cases remotely.

Technology has always been an important
component of the services offered by the
QICDRC. Since its inception, the Court
has been well-equipped to deal with
cases remotely. It is only as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic, however, that the
ability to operate in this way has come into
its own.

Whist the adverse consequences of COVID
-19 have been felt around the world, access
to justice at the Court has been maintained
as a result of the ability of parties, lawyers,
judges and court staff to participate in
proceedings virtually using the Court's
"eCourt” system.

To support access to justice further in these
difficult times, in June 2020 the QICDRC
launched its Pro Bono Service, which
supports those who cannot afford to pay for
a lawyer, by providing them with access to a
volunteer lawyer who will provide free legal
advice and/or representation.

The QICDRC continues to support the
community—both local and international—
through a variety of other means, including
through the strong relationships it has with
academic institutions such as Qatar
University and Hamad bin Khalifa University.
Assisting with the professional development
of students and young professionals is
something the QICDRC considers to be of
paramount importance.

LEXISNEXIS / 2020 QICDRC 10TH ANNIVERSARY
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On an international level, the QICDRC has,
throughout the years, participated in various
international legal events, such as those
organised by the International Bar
Association. It is also a founding member of
the Standing International Forum of
Commercial Courts (SIFoCC) which was
formed in 2017 with a view to bringing
together the world's commercial courts.
To date, SIFoCC has convened in London
and in New York and is due to meet
in Singapore in 2021. Resources which the
QICDRC has contributed to include a
Multilateral Memorandum on Enforcement
and a Memorandum on ways of working
in light of COVID-19.

BIOGRAPHY

The QICDRC will
continue to adapt and
evolve to meet these
challenges with a view
to offering Court-users
the best service it can
provide.

2020 will undoubtedly be remembered as a
challenging year for all. Those challenges will
likely continue for the foreseeable future. The
QICDRC will continue to adapt and evolve to
meet these challenges with a view to offe-
ring Court-users the best service it can
provide. In so doing it will continue to foster
the growth of international trade and
commerce and the strengthening of the
economy of Qatar.

THE RT. HON LORD THOMAS OF CWMGIEDD has been President of the Qatar International
Court since 2018. He was called to the Bar of England and Wales in 1969, becoming a
Queen's Counsel in 1984. In 1996, he was appointed a High Court Judge and was assigned to
the Queen's Bench Division, serving on the Commercial Court. In 2003, he became a Lord
Justice of Appeal and was appointed to the Privy Council. He served as the Senior Presiding
Judge from 2003 to 2006. In 2008, he was appointed Vice President of the Queen's Bench
Division and Deputy Head of Criminal Justice. In 2011, he became President of the Queen's
Bench Division. In 2013, he succeeded Igor Judge as Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales.
He retired from that post in 2017 prior to taking up the present position in Qatar.
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In 2009, the QFC Law established two judicial
bodies—the Civil and Commercial Court and
the Regulatory Tribunal, which, since 2012,
have been collectively known as the Qatar
International Court and Dispute Resolution
Centre. The establishment of the Court and
Tribunal formed a key part of the legal and
judicial framework of the QFC, ensuring that
those individuals and corporate bodies
seeking to do business in the QFC had
recourse to an independent, impartial and
expert judiciary, applying international best
practices when resolving disputes. Over the
past decade, the QICDRC has built a
successful legacy as a specialist international
court at the heart of Qatar's evolving
business environment. We have proudly
accompanied and facilitated Qatar's swift
expansion into a unique financial hub in the
region.

The workload and range
of cases before both
bodies has increased
year on year with, lately,
a significant emphasis
on banking and finance.

The success of the QICDRC lies in its judiciary
and administration. The Court has had the
great fortune of being led by three former
Lord Chief Justices of England and Wales—
Lord Woolf, Lord Phillips and, as its current
President, Lord Thomas. Each has been
supported by distinguished judicial figures
from around the world. In 2020, the Court
and Tribunal have the most diverse represen-
tation to date with judges from Qatar,
Kuwait, England and Wales, Scotland, Cyprus,
South Africa, India, Singapore, Hong Kong,
New Zealand, and the United States of
America. The workload and range of cases
before both bodies has increased year on
year with, lately, a significant emphasis on
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banking and finance. The jurisprudence of
the Court and Tribunal has grown and,
unsurprisingly, judgments are the subject of
citation and academic comment both at
home and abroad.

While historically, the focus of the QICDRC
has very much been on litigation and the
resolution of regulatory appeals, in recent
years Qatar has worked to improve its
arbitration environment so as to ensure it
meets international expectations. In 2017,
the government issued a new arbitration law,
based on the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law (UNCITRAL), which
allows parties who seat their arbitrations in
Qatar to elect the Court as the "Competent
Court" of the arbitration, fulfilling various
supportive and supervisory functions as
required.

In addition, the QFC environment continues
to grow. The QICDRC now services over 1000
QFC-registered firms in the country, ready to
resolve disputes between them and those
they do business with.

In addition to its judicial work, the QICDRC
has played a key role in developing the legal
and judicial sector though its involvement
with events, both in Qatar and abroad. The
most important of these has been the Qatar
Law Forum which, to date, has convened
on three occasions—2009, 2012 and 2017—
bringing together international leaders in
law to discuss and debate important issues
concerning the rule of law. The most recent
of these focussed on Goal 16 of the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals:
Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions.
Key figures discussed topics relating to
combatting terrorism, displaced persons,
modern slavery, financial inclusion, and
access to justice, all with aim of furthering
the UN's goals.

In 2019, we achieved Associate Membership
of the International Consortium for Court
Excellence (ICCE) having adopted the
International Framework for Court Excellence
(IFCE). The foundation of the IFCE is the clear
statement of the fundamental values courts
must adhere to if they are to achieve
excellence. This is captured through the
recognition and implementation of the
following key values: (i) Equality before the

LEXISNEXIS / 2020 QICDRC 10TH ANNIVERSARY
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law, (ii) Fairness, (iii) Impartiality, (iv)
Independence  of  decision-making, (V)
Competence, (vi) Integrity, (vii) Transparency,
(viii) Accessibility, (ix) Timeliness, and (x)
Certainty, all of which the QICDRC takes
seriously in the performance of its duties.

Since its establishment,
the QICDRC has invested
in state-of-the-art case
management software to
help litigants, lawyers,
staff, and the judiciary.

The importance of technology in improving
access to justice and ensuring that disputes
are resolved quickly and inexpensively is
worthy of mention. Since its establishment,
the QICDRC has invested in state-of-the-art
case management software to help litigants,
lawyers, staff, and the judiciary. In 2018, we
launched an innovative electronic case
management system (eCourt) to facilitate
the full range of tasks associated with
litigation—from filing case papers, to
corresponding with the Court, and accessing
judgments and orders. More recently, we
have integrated eCourt with our virtual
hearing capabilities and live-streaming
services which has been of critical impor-
tance in ensuring uninterrupted operations
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Indeed, in April this year we held our first fully
online hearing with all participants appearing
from different locations across various
different countries. It is likely that such
advances in technology will have a lasting
impact in the way litigation is conducted, long
after the pandemic has ceased.

The QICDRC has signed key cooperation and
partnership agreements with national,
regional and international organisations,
including the International Centre for
Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID),
LexisNexis, Wolters Kluwer, the Chartered
Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb), the Ministry
of Public Health (MOPH), Qatar University,
and Hamad Bin Khalifa University's (HBKU)
College of Law, all with the aim of in some
way enhancing legal education, develop-
ment, training, and knowledge sharing.

We are a founding member of the Standing
International Forum of Commercial Courts

(SIFoCC) which was established in 2017 as a
forum to bring together the world's commer-
cial courts. In addition to participating in
high level meetings in London and New York,
we have contributed to two important
resources, namely a Multilateral
Memorandum on the Enforcement of
Commercial Judgments for Money and, more
recently, a Memorandum on Delivering
Justice during the Covid-19 Pandemic
and the Future use of Technology. Both
documents illustrate the importance of
commercial courts working together to share
best practices and improve services.

We have been met with
unprecedented challenges
this year, which tested
our resilience, digital
capabilities and
adaptability.

We have been met with unprecedented
challenges this year, which tested our
resilience, digital capabilities and adaptabi-
lity. | am proud of our team for meeting
these challenging times with an unwavering
dedication to the delivery of justice, guided
by the Court's core values of Justice,
Teamwork, Innovation, Integrity, and Service
Excellence.

We took swift action in introducing our new
Pro Bono Service to offer legal advice,
assistance, and representation free of charge
to individuals with limited financial means,
whose legal issues fall within the jurisdiction
of the Court or Tribunal. We also ensured
that cases were not disrupted or delayed by
moving all hearings online.

We are looking forward
to expanding
our jurisdiction

We are looking forward to expanding our
jurisdiction, a growth trajectory that we
want to continue to pursue in the coming
years.

As always, we continue to serve our commu-
nity and we look forward to a promising
future.
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FAISAL BIN RASHID AL SAHOUTI has been the CEO of the QICDRC since April 2014. He is also
a member of the Court's Advisory Board. He is responsible for the administrative, financial
and legal affairs of Court under the supervision of the President of the QICDRC.

During Mr. Al Sahouti’s tenure, the QICDRC has witnessed remarkable growth, as he has led
the administrative development of the Court, particularly advancing the QICDRC electronic
services provided to litigants and lawyers.

In addition, Mr. Al Sahouti has contributed extensively to the development of human
resources at the QICDRC by employing talented and highly qualified Qataris to work at the
QICDRC registry and other administrative departments of the Court

In 2017, Mr. Al Sahouti chaired the executive council responsible for organizing the Qatar
Law Forum (QLF), which is considered one of the most important regional and international
conferences promoting importance of the rule of law.

In 2019, the Council of Ministers appointed Mr. Al Sahouti as a member of the Grievances
Committee of the Qatar Financial Markets Authority pursuant to Council Ministers Decision
No. 22/2019.

As of 2019, Mr. Al-Sahouti is a member of Alumni Council in Qatar University and a member
in the finance committee in the Council.

Mr. Al Sahouti joined the Qatar International Court in 2011, where he worked as an assistant
to judges in preparing case files and worked in the court registry.

Mr. Al Sahouti holds a bachelor's degree in law from Qatar University, and a master's degree
in Commercial Law from the University of Nottingham (UK). In addition, Mr. Al Sahouti is a
certified international arbitrator and a judicial mediator accredited by the CEDR Institute in
London. He has acted as an arbitrator in a number of arbitration cases in the State of Qatar.

Mr. Al Sahouti is currently a member the advisory board of LexisNexis Journal in the Middle
East and North Africa (MENA) region and is the author of numerous articles in international
journals.
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Judge, Qatar International Court
Director, Social and Economic Survey
Research Institute (SESRI)
Professor in Public Law, College of Law
- Qatar University
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| was contacted by Att. Malek Dahlan, special advisor to then-
President of the QFC Court, Lord Woolf of Barnes and an old friend of
mine—a distinguished, ambitious, tactful and refined Saudi jurist
owner of a law firm in London. Att. Dahlan expressed Lord Woolf's
desire to offer me the position of judge at the QFC Court. He assured
me that the position would not take up much of my time and that it
would not require daily attendance or work on my part. Moreover, he
added, such position would not distract me from my main duties as
professor at Qatar University's College of Law, as the cases of the
Court are distributed among its judges according to a particular
system that takes into account their part-time schedules. Being in
such a position would also allow me to meet international judges
from the United Kingdom, Australia, France and other countries,
some of whom preside over the high councils of the judiciary or the
supreme courts in their own countries, and it would be a chance for
me to gain new experience, especially given that the Court follows
the best international practices in litigation.

Att. Malek also revealed that the QFC Court's board had since day one
considered including a number of distinguished Qatari jurists to its
panel of judges and that my name had come up since the very
beginning. However, such offer had been put off as they were aware
of my academic administration functions as Dean of the College of
Law at Qatar University, but now that | was no longer the college
dean and | had re-assumed my duties as professor there, my name
had come up again and Lord Woolf wanted me to consider the offer
and was eager to have me on board.

That was in Spring 2010, so | asked Att. Malek to give me some time
to think it through. And indeed, | considered his offer and asked
friends for advice and God for guidance, after which | called Att.
Malek and told him that | accepted the offer.

During one of his visits to Qatar, Lord Woolf invited me over for tea
and | was pleased to meet a figure that had served in the judiciary for
over three decades and that was previously Presiding Judge of the
Privy Council and Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales. Although
it was my first meeting with him, he was so welcoming and did not
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just talk about court matters but also brought up different topics in
the most spontaneous manner.

The procedures of my appointment at the QFC Court took some time
until a cabinet decision was issued to this effect in December 2010.
| took the oath before the Court. The inaugural ceremony for the seat
of the Court was held under the high patronage of HE Sheikh Hamad
bin Jasim bin Jaber Al Thani, Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs, and | attended the ceremony dressed in my judicial robe.
When Sheikh Hamad passed alongside Lord Woolf in front of us
judges, Lord Woolf introduced me to His Excellency and Sheikh
Hamad's look was one filled with pride.

The President of the Court was aware
that my academic experience did not

include any previous court work and

that I needed some preparation.

The President of the Court was aware that my academic experience
did not include any previous court work and that | needed some
preparation. As such, he decided to send me to the United Kingdom
for one week on an organised intensive schedule to visit some courts,
attend a number of hearings and meet judges and lawyers there.
Upon my return, Lord Woolf decided to assign me to the bench of the
Court alongside other judges hearing a given case. | made it a point
to take note of all the procedures | was unfamiliar with, especially
after | perused the rules of procedure of the Court and realised that
the practical application of these rules would clarify any unclear
notions.

One of the persons | will always remember at the QICDRC is
Mr.  Michael Mckenzie, the Registrar-General to the Court.
Mr. Mckenzie was a dignified man who had spent over four decades
managing England's highest courts and who was appointed Queen's
Counselin 1991 in recognition of his experience and work. | remember
once | was invited to dinner along with a group of the Court's
judges at a restaurant at the Four Seasons Hotel. There, | found
Mr. Mckenzie waiting for me at the entrance of the hotel and he
politely accompanied me to the restaurant. During dinner, | excused
myself to leave early due to another commitment, so he insisted on
accompanying me back outside despite my insistence that he
remained seated.

As a Qatari jurist, | am no stranger to domestic Qatari courts. | have
practised law and attended dozens of hearings and | was Vice-
President of the Qatari Bar Association. That said, my experience with
the QFC was different. The cases that are heard before the QICDRC

LEXISNEXIS / 2020 QICDRC 10TH ANNIVERSARY
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are organised by case management, which entails determining the
different stages of the proceedings. An action can be settled by
relying on the documents brought before the Court as it may be
adjudicated—and this is often the case—during a court hearing with
the parties being physically present in the courtroom. Moreover,
certain litigants and judges may attend the hearing virtually by direct
remote participation via videoconferencing, which | myself have also
experienced.

In the cases where I have been part

of the bench, the relevant documents,
arguments and evidence are sent to

us electronically and we are given
some time to peruse them, deliberate
on them, and make initial observations
among us judges electronically.

In the cases where | have been part of the bench, the relevant
documents, arguments and evidence are sent to us electronically and
we are given some time to peruse them, deliberate on them, and
make initial observations among us judges electronically. The
statement of claim form that the plaintiff fills out electronically
provides an accurate clarification of the nature of the dispute
between the parties, the merits and the facts of the claim, the legal
ground of the case, the claims of the plaintiff and a statement of
truth whereby the whole content of the claim form is true. The
statement of claim form is clear so as to avoid any unnecessary
repetitions or information, and the plaintiff may enclose therewith a
docket of supporting documents. The respondent is given the chance
to respond to these claims and to deposit its responses electronically.
The pleadings are also exchanged electronically prior to the hearing.

LEXISNEXIS / 2020 QICDRC 10TH ANNIVERSARY

Concerning the case file, it is noteworthy that all the documents are
arranged by the date of their receipt from the disputing parties and
that they are all numbered and placed within a single comprehensive
file. Each of the parties to the case is handed a copy of the file. The
judge also keeps a copy of the whole file and at the time of the
pleading or when a party invokes a document, he or she may ask
them about the file page number containing such document.

Last but not least, | would like to point out that the case management
is not limited to the organisation of the stages of the proceedings
and the cooperation on submitting the appropriate evidence to the
Court, but that such a process also entails encouraging the disputing
parties to resort to alternative means of resolving their dispute and
ensuring that they reach a settlement early on.

As a member of the QICDRC, | have gained a wealth of experience
which has added much to my knowledge.

BIOGRAPHY

DR. HASSAN AL SAYED has been a judge of the Qatar Internatio-
nal Court since 2010. Dr. Al Sayed is a Professor of Law at Qatar
University's College of Law and the Director of Social and Economic
Survey Research Institute (SESRI).

Dr. Al Sayed was Dean of the College of Law from 2007-2010,
having received his doctorate in Law in 2003 from the University of
East Anglia. As Dean of the College of Law, he played an important
role in the separation of the College of Law from the College of
Sharia (Islamic Studies) and developed a new independent legal
curriculum which incorporated English language at the College.

Dr. Al Sayed previously practised as a lawyer in Qatar specialising in
constitutional law, administrative disputes, and State contracts, and
was formerly the Vice President of the Qatari Bar Association. He
has been appointed to numerous committees, including the Bar
Admissions Committee and the International Centre for Dialogue
between Religions.

Dr. Al Sayed has contributed to a weekly column in the renowned
Qatar Al-Sharq newspaper and has published articles and opinions
in various peer-reviewed journals.




Founder
Thani Bin Ali Al Thani Law Firm

QFC Law No. 7/2005 (the "QFC Law") is one of the most important
pieces of national legislation related to investment and economic
development. The State has ensured that the QFC Law keeps
pace with the best economic legislation to accelerate economic
development and promote foreign investment.

The QFC Law brings many benefits and incentives for foreign
investors who establish their businesses in the Qatar Financial Centre.
The QFC law also contains appropriate mechanisms for the
settlement of investment disputes in the Qatar Financial Centre in
order to instil confidence and a sense of security in the hearts of
investors.

From this point of view, the establishment of the Civil and Commercial
Court of the Qatar Financial Centre, which is also officially known as
the "Qatar International Court" under the provisions of the QFC Law
and its amendments, comes as a qualitative addition to the national
judiciary in the State of Qatar. The judiciary specialises in enhancing
investor confidence in the investment environment of the Qatar
Financial Centre.

The State has also ensured that the
Court’s judicial cadre are international
judges who are known for their integrity
and independence, and who also have
experience, competence and distinction
in dealing with investment, economic
and financial issues.
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The State has also ensured that the Court's judicial cadre are interna-
tional judges who are known for their integrity and independence,
and who also have experience, competence and distinction in dealing
with investment, economic and financial issues. The judicial
backgrounds of the QIC judges vary—some of them came from
the civil law school of legal thought and some came from the
Anglo-Saxon school of thought, which has led to maximising the
benefit of the judges' experiences in dealing with disputes related to
financial activities and investment.

The Qatar International Court is competent to consider and settle
civil and commercial disputes between companies registered in the
Qatar Financial Centre and other companies operating in the State of
Qatar. The Court's procedures are simplified and flexible, as when
establishing them, consideration was given to procedures familiar to
foreign investors and those who are primarily concerned with
its rulings. The measures were thus somewhat influenced by the
Anglo-Saxon approach, an approach known to foreign investors.

The extension of the Qatar International Court's jurisdiction under
Law No. 2/2017 Promulgating the Arbitration Law (the "Arbitration
Law"), to include overseeing arbitration processes that take place in
the country has had an important role in enhancing the environment
for settling disputes by alternative methods. Arbitration is one of
the most important means of resolving disputes by alternative
methods. Under the Arbitration Law, litigants may choose the
Qatar International Court as the competent court to oversee the
arbitration, implement its decisions, and hear appeals.

Over the last ten years, the Qatar
International Court has played an
important role in developing judicial
and legal thought in the country,
and consolidating the concept of
the Rule of Law.

Over the last ten years, the Qatar International Court has played
an important role in developing judicial and legal thought in the
country, and consolidating the concept of the Rule of Law. The
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Court's establishment also had a great impact on strengthening
the investment environment in the Qatar Financial Centre, as it
established many important principles and judicial rules in
investment and labour disputes in the QFC. Today, the Qatar
International Court has become one of the most important edifices
of justice in the State of Qatar owing to its constructive role in
developing the judicial system in the country.

Finally, | can only express my sincere thanks and gratitude to the
President of the Court and all its judges and all the court's employees,
who have allowed the Qatar International Court occupy the best
position on the international commercial judiciary map. | wish
everyone more progress and success under the leadership of
H.H. Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, Emir of the State of Qatar,
may God protect him.

LEXISNEXIS / 2020 QICDRC 10TH ANNIVERSARY
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DR. THANI BIN ALI AL THAN! is founder of Thani Bin Ali Al Thani
Law Firm. He advises several leading Qatari and international
companies.

Dr. Al Thani is a member of the Court of Arbitration at the ICC
International Chamber of Commerce in Paris representing the State
of Qatar. He is a Board Member for International relations at the
Qatar International Center for Conciliation and Arbitration and of
the Gulf Cooperation Countries Council Center for Commercial
Arbitration. He is also Chairman of the Commission for the Social
Responsibility of Companies in Qatar-Dar Al Sharq.

Dr. Al Thani has published extensively in the various branches

of law and has participated as speaker in a large number of
conferences, workshops, seminars.

Dr. Al Thani holds a Ph.D in Commercial Law from Cairo University.



Founding Partner
McNair Chambers

After the establishment of the Qatar Financial Centre in 2005, the
Qatar International Court (formerly the Civil and Commercial Court)
and Dispute Resolution Centre (QICDRC) (comprising the Qatar
International Court and the Regulatory Tribunal of the Qatar Financial
Centre (QFC), was set up by Qatar Financial Centre Law No. 7/2005 (as
amended by Law No. 2/2009 (Amending Certain Provisions of the
Qatar Financial Centre)).

The Court, with effect from 24 May 2009, has jurisdiction over civil
and commercial disputes arising:
(1) from transactions, contracts, arrangements or incidences
taking place in or from the QFC between the entities established
therein;
(2) between QFC authorities or institutions and the entities
established therein;
(3) between entities established in the QFC and contractors
therewith and employees thereof, unless the parties agree
otherwise; and
(4) from transactions, contracts or arrangements taking place
between entities established within the QFC and residents of
the State, or entities established in the State but outside the
QFC, unless the parties agree otherwise.

The Court is complemented by the Regulatory Tribunal of the Qatar
Financial Centre which has jurisdiction to hear appeals raised by
individuals and corporate bodies against decisions of the QFC
Authority, the Regulatory Authority, and other QFC institutions.

The Judges of the Court and the Regulatory Tribunal are drawn from
the highest level of civil and common law legal systems throughout
the world, including Qatar, England and Wales, Kuwait, South Africa,
Singapore, New Zealand, Scotland, and Cyprus. To date, the Court has
been presided over by three former Lord Chief Justices of England and
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Wales-the first President, The Right Honourable The Lord Woolf CH Kt
PC FBA FMedSci; his successor, The Right Honourable The Lord Phillips
of Worth Matravers KG PC (who was also the former President of the
Supreme Court of the United Kingdom); and the current incumbent,
The Right Honourable The Lord Thomas of Cwmgiedd Kt PC.

Silver Leaf, as to be expected in the first
case heard by the Court, considered

a number of novel issues, both related
to jurisdiction and insolvency.

The first case to be heard by the Court (Sir Peter Gibson, Barbara
Dohmann QC and The Hon. Ronald Sackville AQ QC sitting) was that
of the Qatar Financial Centre Authority v. Silver Leaf Capital Partners
LLC (QFC Case No. 001/2009), in which judgment was handed down
in 1 June 2009. | appeared for the Doha directors of Silver Leaf,
having opened McNair Chambers LLC, the first ever Barristers'
Chambers outside England and Wales, in the QFC in 2008. Silver Leaf,
as to be expected in the first case heard by the Court, considered a
number of novel issues, both related to jurisdiction and insolvency.

Since the decision in Qatar Financial Centre Authority v. Silver Leaf
Capital Partners LLC, over 75 judgments have been issued by the
Court (and a further 9 by the Regulatory Tribunal) in a wide range
of cases, dealing with matters such as banking and finance law,
employment and labour matters, and freezing orders. | have been
privileged to appear before both the Court and the Regulatory
Tribunal in a number of cases, both in my capacity as counsel to one
of the parties and Advocate to the Court.

Most recently, | was appointed as amicus curiae by the Court in the
highly significant case of Qatar Financial Centre Regulatory Authority
v. First Abu Dhabi Bank PJSC (QFC Case No. 11/2019). The case raises
complex and novel issues concerning service of process, the approach
of regulatory authorities to requlated institutions in the context of
investigations and the scope for review of decisions of the regulator
by the Court.

In addition to its judicial caseload, the QICDRC has also made great
strides since its inception in forging links with the international legal
community (including partnerships with the International Centre for
Settlement of Investment Disputes, and the Chartered Institute of
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Arbitrators, and participation in the Standing International Forum of
Commercial Courts (which was the brainchild of Lord Thomas of
Cwmgiedd, now President of the Court) and its contribution to legal
education, through its relationships with universities including Qatar
University and Hamad Bin Khalifa University, and the hosting and
sponsorship of high quality legal seminars and training.

The potential of the QICDRC is vast,
given its significant strengths and
advantages—not only the calibre of
its esteemed and experienced Judges,
but also the quality of its team.

The potential of the QICDRC is vast, given its significant strengths
and advantages-not only the calibre of its esteemed and experienced
Judges, but also the quality of its team including Chief Executive
Officer Faisal Rashid Al-Sahouti, Registrar Christopher Grout, and
their highly capable staff; and the world class facilities available.

LEXISNEXIS / 2020 QICDRC 10TH ANNIVERSARY

Indeed, Qatar can be justly proud of its achievements in establishing
the QFC and the QICDRC. Over the past decade, the speed of develop-
ment in Qatar has led to the creation of world class infrastructure.
The opportunities for Qatar to become a leading international dispute
resolution centre are immense. It is hoped that they will be realised
in the coming decade.

BIOGRAPHY

KHAWAR QURESHI OC specialises in commercial litigation,
international arbitration and international law. He was an "A" Panel
UK Treasury Counsel from 1999-2006 and took Silk in 2006. He is
consistently identified as a leader in his fields of practice and has
undertaken arbitrations and litigation for and against commercial
and State parties from more than 70 States, including most of the
GCC jurisdictions. In addition to his practice from Serle Court
London, in 2008 he established McNair Chambers, the first ever
Barristers' chambers outside the United Kingdom, in the Qatar
Financial Centre.

Professor Qureshi was appointed a Deputy High Court Judge (civil)
in 2013, a Bencher of Middle Temple in 2014 and was Chairman of
TheCityUK Legal Services Group from 2010 to 2015. His three Legal
Handbooks on PIL before the English Courts, /Investment Treaty
Claims and Conflict of Interest in International Arbitration were
published by Wildys UK in March 2016.




Founding Partner
Al Sulaiti Law Firm

The mainstay of the economy of any country is investment, and this
is the reason that countries compete to increase the volume of their
investments. Countries are racing to create a suitable environment
for investment by instilling security and stability and by providing
necessary guarantees that preserve investors' rights and establish
investor confidence and increase investment.

The State of Qatar, under its wise leaders, has been a pioneer among
the countries achieving economic growth through investment in all
industries.

All countries are competing to achieve an economic renaissance in
order to expand the rights granted to investors, especially foreign
investors, from overcoming obstacles to facilitating procedures
as well as the issuance of licences. We, as legal experts, believe that
this expansion in granting rights to investors should depend on
guarantees that maintain a balance between the rights granted to
investors and the investors' duties towards the State and the market.

Qatar has been able to achieve

a perfect balance between the rights
and duties of investors through
legislation that accurately specifies the
rights granted to investors as well as
their duties.

In other words, any legislation issued by the State to grant additional
rights to investors should be accompanied by provisions that specify
investors' duties towards the State and ascertain the investors'
seriousness. Such legislation should also include guarantees that
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protect and preserve the rights of investors. Qatar has been able to
achieve a perfect balance between the rights and duties of investors
through legislation that accurately specifies the rights granted to
investors as well as their duties.

Qatar has, in the past years, achieved a great legislative revival, specif-
ically in terms of legislation to attract investment, and particularly
following the remarkable developments achieved by Qatar in all fields.
Legislation was developed granting the investors further rights and
privileges.

In conjunction with this legislation issued by the State of Qatar, it
was necessary to establish an entity that would contribute to
advancing development and investment. In 2005, the Qatar
International Court and Dispute Resolution Centre (QICDRC) was
established within Qatar Financial Centre (QFC) by virtue of the Law
no. 7/2005 and its amendments.

Since its establishment, the QICDRC
has been committed to achieving
the highest international standards
for the provision of judicial services
to global companies.

Since its establishment, the QICDRC has been committed to achieving
the highest international standards for the provision of judicial
services to global companies, in order to attract investors, particularly
foreign investors, by facilitating litigation and accelerating the
settlement of disputes that may arise between companies established
in QFC. Minister of Economy and Finance Decision No. 1/2011 on the
Procedural Regulations and Rules for the Civil and Commercial
Procedure before the Civil and Commercial Court of the QFC
determined the jurisdiction of Qatar International Court in article 9 as
follows:

“1. Civil and commercial disputes arising from transactions,

contracts, arrangements or accidents that take place in the

QFC or through entities incorporated therein;

2. Civil and commercial disputes arising between the bodies of

the QFC and entities incorporated therein;

3. Civil and commercial disputes arising between entities

incorporated in the QFC and contractors or employees thereof,

unless such parties agree otherwise;
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4. Civil and commercial disputes arising out of transactions,
contracts or arrangements made between entities incorporated
in QFC and expatriates resident within the State but outside the
QFC, unless such parties agree otherwise.

In compliance and based on basic international principles
and the best universal practices, the Court shall take into
consideration the explicit agreement between the parties
concerning the jurisdiction of the Court.

Matters falling within the jurisdiction of the Court shall be
decided by a decision of the Court, which shall be final.
The Court may decide, as deemed appropriate, that it is not
competent to consider certain claims, and accordingly refer
such claims to another Court within the State.”

The Qatar International Court has, since its establishment, always
abided by the standards set forth in the International Framework for
Court Excellence in terms of leadership and management, customer
satisfaction, trust and transparency, litigation procedures, easy
access to services, resource management, in addition to the policies
that underpin the Court. The QICDRC has become a member of the
International Framework for Court Excellence as an associate member
of the Executive Committee.

It is well known that the Qatar International Court has adopted the
English common law system in the settlement of the disputes
presented to it and parties have the right to plead in both Arabic and
English. The Court consists of a President and 15 judges from ten
different countries—including Qatari judges—who have integrity,
competence and professional experience.

The Qatar International Court aims to end disputes in a fair and
complete manner and seeks to achieve this goal by exercising the
competencies and capacities granted to it by the QFC Law and the
rules and procedures specified in the procedural requlations and
provisions of civil and commercial procedures at the Civil and
Commercial Court of the QFC. The Qatar International Court is
committed to settling cases in an effective and quick manner and to
treat parties to proceedings equally. It deals with each case in a
manner commensurate with its value and importance.

The QICDRC also includes a Dispute Resolution Centre as it encour-
ages, in some cases, resort to the Centre for the resolution of disputes.
The Dispute Resolution Centre provides arbitration, mediation and
other alternative means for the settlement of disputes.

Judgments and orders rendered by
the Qatar International Court are
considered as having been rendered
by a Qatari Court.

Qatari legislation has set the necessary guarantees to render
judgments and decisions issued by the Qatar International Court
mandatory. Judgments and orders rendered by the Qatar International
Court are considered as having been rendered by a Qatari Court. They
are binding and are be enforced and executed by the Courts in the
State. All competent authorities and entities at the State must
execute judgments and decisions issued by the Court and the official
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authorities and State entities must take necessary action and provide
the necessary cooperation to the Court in a way that guarantees the
enforcement of its jJudgments and orders issued by the same.

The Qatar International Court also
has the power to enforce its own
judgments, decisions and orders

and review violations of its judgments
and decisions.

The Qatar International Court also has the power to enforce its own
judgments, decisions and orders and review violations of its
judgments and decisions. It has the power to impose fines persons in
violation or upon those who abstain from executing its orders and
decisions. It may issue whatever it deems appropriate to execute its
decisions and orders and may refer any violation of its decision to the
competent authority. The Court itself may order, at its sole discretion,
the stay of execution of any judgment, decision or order issued by it
earlier.

If a judgment or decision rendered by the Court is found to be
defective, or clear errors are found in the judgment, which would
lead to serious harm to a party to the dispute, a Court formed of
three judges may grant leave to appeal to the appellate body at the
Qatar International Court. If the appeal is rejected, the decision will
be deemed final.

The fact that the facilitated procedures followed in litigation before
the Qatar International Court—where attendance before the Court is
not mandatory, the defence may electronically submit memoranda,
and parties have the right to select their preferred language in litiga-
tion procedures and select the applicable law—is highly appropriate for
businesses because it leads to the quick settlement of any dispute
arising between companies. This has reflected positively on investment
in Qatar and has encouraged foreign investors, especially since
the litigation system before the Qatar International Court exempts
companies and businesses, due to its special nature, from the necessity
of being subject to normal litigation procedures.

BIOGRAPHY

MUBARAK BIN ABDULLAH AL-SULAITI is the Founding Partner
of Al Sulaiti Law Firm. He acquired a Bachelor of Law from Beirut
Arab University in 1997 and is currently admitted to the Qatari
Bar Association as a “Cassation Advocate". Mr. Al Sulaiti founded
Al-Sulaiti Law Firm in 2002. Since then, Al-Sulaiti Law Firm has
become one of the most reputable law firms in Qatar and was
awarded Qatar Law Firm of the Year at the 2018 and 2019 Qatar
Business Law Forum awards. Mr. Al Sulaiti is a certified arbitrator
in Qatar.

Mr. Al-Sulaiti enjoys an extensive network in Qatar, in the Gulf
Region and internationally. He is a member of the Arab Lawyers
Union, the International Bar Association, the Italian Business Center
in Qatar, RexSport Association, and was formerly a member of FIFA
Players' Status Committee. In 2014, he became a member of the
board of the Qatari Bar Association.




Founder and Managing Partner
Dr. Ghada M. Darwish Karbon
Law Firm

The Arbitration Law was promulgated in Qatar in 2017 by Law No.
2/2017 (the “Arbitration Law"). Until then, Articles 190 to 210 of the
Code of Civil and Commercial Procedure promulgated by Law No.
13/1990 governed arbitration procedures.

Since the proclamation of Arbitration Law, Qatar has witnessed a
boom in arbitration claims between domestic and international
entities. This may be due to resident companies' growing preference
for dispute resolution under the rules of either local or international
arbitration centres seated in Qatar. As Qatar a leading oil and natural
gas-producing country, the need for commercial arbitration arises
naturally.

There is an accepted principle that disputes arising from commercial
transactions should be settled early and in a cost-effective manner.
Moreover, courts may not find it easy to cope with a large volume of
cases. Therein arises the relevance of arbitration and alternative
methods of dispute resolution.

Qatar acceded New York Convention on Recognition and Enforcement
of Foreign Arbitral Awards (1958) pursuant to Decree No. 29/2003.
The New York Convention is one of the key instruments in interna-
tional commercial arbitration on the recognition and enforcement of
foreign arbitral awards, and follows due procedures starting with the
granting of an exequatur.

Qatar arbitration follows the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) (the "Model law"). The Model Law
provides for procedural rules in arbitration and upholds the need for
integrity and impartiality by valuing mutual consensus.

The Arbitration Law does not apply to disputes with government
entities or to disputes arising from administrative contracts. It also
directs the Civil Court not to accept claims having an arbitration
agreement between private parties.
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The Arbitration Law defines the “Competent Court” as “the Civil and
Commercial Arbitral Disputes Circuit in the Court of Appeals, or the
First Instance Circuit of the Civil and Commercial Court of the Qatar
Financial Centre (QFC)"and "Competent Judge" as "the enforcement
Judge in the First Instance Circuit, or the enforcement judge in the
Civil and Commercial Court of the QFC, pursuant to the agreement of
the Parties."

Qatar International Center for Conciliation and Arbitration (QICCA)
and Qatar International Court and Dispute Resolution Centre
(QICDRC) are major arbitration centres in Qatar.

The QICDRC was established in 2009. Since its inception, it has show-
cased a fair, transparent and impartial judicial system. It has enhanced
foreign investment and follows the development objectives of the
National Vision 2030. It has First Instance and Appellate circuits.

The QICDRC is capable of enforcing its judgments against entities
that are not registered with the Qatar Financial Centre, which makes
it a model for other such courts in the region. The QICDRC has judges
from various countries representing common law and civil law
jurisdictions, and who are experts in resolving civil and commercial
disputes.

In 2019, the QICDRC gained Associate
Membership in the International
Consortium for Court Excellence (ICCE),
the world’s leading court quality
management system.

In2019, the QICDRC gained Associate Membership in the International
Consortium for Court Excellence (ICCE), the world's leading court
quality management system. This landmark achievement followed
the QICDRC's adoption of the International Framework for Court
Excellence (IFCE). This is an international standardisation of courts,
based on performance, which applies the following criteria for
determining excellence:

e court leadership and management;
court planning and policies;
court resources;
court proceedings and processes;
client needs and satisfaction;
affordable and accessible court services; and
public trust and confidence.
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The QICDRC has proven its excellence in past years by its consistent
desire to improve, its commitment to the nation, and its contribution
to Qatar's economic development. The Qatar International Court
launched its new electronic case management system ("e-court") to
deliver the best-in-class service.

At the IBA conference held in Seoul last September, the QICDRC
reaffirmed that "an integrated legal community anchored in common
standards of dispute resolution in line with the rule of law is essential
to economic growth and prosperity.” Through its seminar on “Rise of
the Commercial courts in Asia & Middle East", the QICDRC reassured
attendees its consistent commitment to becoming a global model
for excellence in implementing digital technologies, promoting
transparency in litigation, and having the support of up to 16
international judges who promulgate the Rule of Law. The QICDRC
makes Qatar a reliable hub for international commerce by achieving
world class efficiency in judicial proceedings, in line with the
country's goal of economic diversification through attracting foreign
investment.

In February 2019, President of the Supreme Court of Justice of
Paraguay visited the QICDRC to study the Court's unique legal
framework and to discuss aspects of mutual cooperation. During the
visit, he was invited to join the Standing International Forum of
Commercial Courts, of which Qatar is @ member. This is an indication
that the QICDRC is gaining significance in international commercial
arbitration and investment and is a model to other national courts.

To expand its jurisdiction and presence
in the local economy, the QICDRC signed
an agreement with Qatar Free Zones
Authority to cover their entities as well.

To expand its jurisdiction and presence in the local economy, the
QICDRC signed an agreement with Qatar Free Zones Authority to
cover their entities as well.

BIOGRAPHY

Multinational companies wishing to
expand their business to Qatar and that
trust the Common Law system have been
attracted by the specialised, impartial
and efficient nature of the QICDRC

Multinational companies wishing to expand their business to Qatar
and that trust the Common Law system have been attracted by the
specialised, impartial and efficient nature of the QICDRC and have
begun investing in Qatar.

Qatar has also signed treaties and conventions, such as the
Convention on the International Centre for Settlement of Investment
Disputes between States and Nationals of Other States 1965 (ICSID
Convention) in 2011, the Riyadh Convention on Judicial Cooperation
between states of the Arab League in 1983, the Arab Convention on
Commercial Arbitration in 1987 and the Gulf Convention for the
Enforcement of Court Judgments, Letters of Rogatory and Judicial
Notices 1996.

The very purpose of arbitration is deciding disputes in an efficient
and cost-effective manner. International Chamber of Commerce
(ICC) Rules and Qatar Arbitration Law confirm this principle. At times
this principle is found unreachable due to unnecessary interventions
and delay tactics from the parties, which is detrimental to the
objectives of its establishment. This practice of delaying shall be
curtailed as it will destroy the entire process. Since arbitration is
nothing but consensus between parties, this is doable.

Qatar is one of the fastest growing economies due to its political
stability, world class infra structure, stable currency, lowest corporate
tax rates (10%), low cost of energy etc. which increased direct foreign
investment flows albeit in crisis.

The QICDRC, within its ten years of growth, has played a significant
role in this economic development, being a model court in interna-
tional commercial arbitration for the rest of the nations.

DR. GHADA M. DARWISH KARBON is Founder and Managing Partner of the Dr. Ghada M.
Darwish Karbon Law Firm. Dr. Karbon is one of the Youngest Court of Cassation lawyers in
the State of Qatar. Her law firm was awarded Qatar Law Firm of the Year in 2016 at the
Qatar Business Law Forum Awards organised by LexisNexis.

Dr. Karbon is an active speaker for writer-contributor for newspapers and is a government-
appointed delegate to various conferences, including the Qatar-US Economic Forum
headed by the Minister of Economy and Commerce, the UK-Qatar Trade and Investment
Conference, and the Qatar-Germany Business and Investment Forum.

Through her all-encompassing leadership and active involvement in various organisations,
Dr. Karbon's involvement in pursuing women's empowerment remains a strong mantra.

Dr. Karbon was honoured as one of the “Inspiring Women in Qatar” by Medeis Al Khaleej,
author of Qatar Success Stories, and was one of the chosen participants for the book
launch on 11 October 2016 in Paris, France.

Dr. Karbon is ranked as a leading individual in The Legal 500 in Dispute Resolution,
Projects, Real Estate and Construction.
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Managing Partner
Doha and Amman offices
Dentons

| take great pleasure in congratulating the Qatar International Court
and Dispute Resolution Centre (QICDRC) on its tenth anniversary. In
2009, when the QICDRC was established and took its baby steps, such
a Court seemed a distant dream to many. Ten years later, the Court is
leading the way in Qatar and the region by providing an effective
court system of international standards in Qatar and more widely in
the region. It is my privilege and great honour to congratulate it on
its decade of extraordinary achievements!

The QICDRC epitomises Qatar’s
commitment to the highest international
standards of the resolution of civil and
commercial disputes.

Feeling closely connected with its aims, | witnessed its activities since
its establishment in 2009 and have carefully followed its growth.
Since its establishment, the QICDRC has played a key role in the
development of a fair, impartial and transparent judicial system that
has increased levels of public trust. The activities of the QICDRC over
the past ten years have been instrumental in the creation and devel-
opment of a strong and effective international court and dispute
resolution centre in Qatar. The QICDRC epitomises Qatar's commit-
ment to the highest international standards of the resolution of civil
and commercial disputes. It has developed a unique legal model by
adopting best practices in dispute resolution. It leverages a global
network of judicial expertise and promotes Qatar as an international
hub for commercial arbitration.
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Its ability to operate virtually is one of
its key characteristics, providing access
to justice without the need for physical
attendance at hearings and trials.

The QICDRC provides a modern, specialist, world-class civil and
commercial court designed to hear cases quickly, economically and in
front of internationally renowned, independent judges. The Qatar
International Court brings together some of the most revered
legal and judicial figures from around the world, known for their
independence, impartiality and professional expertise. Led by the
President, The Rt. Hon. The Lord Thomas of Cwmgiedd, the judiciary
of the QICDRC hail from a variety of common and civil law jurisdic-
tions, including Qatar, England, Scotland, Singapore, New Zealand,
France, Kuwait, Hong Kong, Cyprus and India, bringing with them
a wealth of unrivalled experience. Applying international best
practices, the QICDRC prides itself in the expeditious and cost-
effective resolution of cases. Its ability to operate virtually is one
of its key characteristics, providing access to justice without the
need for physical attendance at hearings and trials, in particular
arbitration and mediation.

The progress of the QICDRC demonstrates
its dedication to the promotion of safe
and accessible dispute settlement
solutions based on the Rule of Law

| have the pleasure of working closely with many of the QICDRC
members in the past ten years. They are sincere and serious about
their work and believe in what they are doing. Their high quality of
work ethic and commitment is highly commendable. The achieve-
ment of the QICDRC in the short span of ten years is itself most
remarkable. The progress of the QICDRC demonstrates its dedication
to the promotion of safe and accessible dispute settlement solutions
based on the Rule of Law, to better service our community today and
in the future. | am truly impressed by its continuous commitment to
improve the administration of justice and provide a credible justice
system. Thus, an international institution, which many—perhaps
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most—believed could not be established within their lifetime or at | extend my warmest congratulations and best wishes to the whole
all has now successfully completed ten years and has truly lived up to  team at QICDRC and to its CEO, Mr Faisal Al-Sahouti, its visionary and
its vision and mission. | wish it a second decade no less successful untiring leader, on their 10" anniversary.

than its first.

The QICDRC is a testament of how a
civil society can work together.

| am happy to celebrate this anniversary, one that is not just about
the QICDRC. The QICDRC is a testament of how a civil society
can work together, how different people who come from a variety
of common law and civil law jurisdictions can work collectively
and play an essential role in the creation and functioning of an
institution. It is a demonstration of the right and the responsibility
of civil society to be an agent for positive change to help create a
more just world for us all. Civilisation and war cannot for much
longer co-exist; the QICDRC can be an important step towards
a more just and safer world. The QICDRC is a leader among
organisations advancing the path towards greater peace and justice
around the world.
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SAFWAN MOUBAYDEEN is Managing Partner of the Doha
office of Dentons. He has more than 30 years' experience
practising law. His career includes a period of service at the
Royal Hashemite Court of the late King Hussein of Jordan. Mr.
Moubaydeen is one of the most prominent lawyers in Qatar and
Jordan and has been ranked in the Chambers Global 2017
listings.

Mr. Moubaydeen has extensive experience advising regulators,
banks, governments, national and multinational corporations and
others on various aspects of energy, banking, aviation, techno-
logy, media and telecommunications law and on legal reform
and regulatory matters.

In addition to his managing partner roles in both Doha and
Amman, Mr. Moubaydeen also co-heads the Government Sector
Leadership Team at Dentons and is the Chair of the Middle East
Regional Management Group at Dentons.



Associate Professor of Law
Hamad Bin Khalifa University
College of Law

International Commercial Courts cover
a gap that has been caused by

the “asynchronicity” of international
and domestic law.

The Qatar International Court & Dispute Resolution Centre (QICDRC)
belongs to a family of courts that have been identified in the
literature as “International Commercial Courts."" International
Commercial Courts are in fact domestic courts with an international
element; they are a novelty of the system of domestic as well as
international adjudication. International Commercial Courts cover a
gap that has been caused by the "asynchronicity” of international
and domestic law: traditional international law addresses the

1. Seee.g., D. Huiwen Wong, “The Rise of the International Commercial Court: What
is it and Will it Work?", (2014) 33 Civil Justice Quarterly 205; Z. Al Abdin Sharar and

M. Al Khulaifi, “The Courts in Qatar Financial Centre and Dubai International Financial
Centre: A Comparative Analysis”, (2016) 46 Hong Kong L. J. 529; F. Tiba, “The Emergence
of Hybrid International Commercial Courts and the Future of Cross Border Commercial
Dispute Resolution in Asia, (2016-2017) 14 Loy. U. Chi Int'l L. Rev. 31; see also The
Economist, "Courtly competition: Foreign jurisdictions try to lure legal business from
London-They face an uphill battle", https://www.economist.com/finance-and-eco-
nomics/2017/08/31/foreign-jurisdictions-try-to-lure-legal-business-from-london; S.
Menon, “International Commercial Courts: Towards a Transnational System of Dispute
Resolution”, DIFC Courts Lecture Series 2015, https://www.supremecourt.gov.sg/docs/
default-source/default-document-library/media-room/opening-lecture---difc-lecture-
series-2015.pdf; S. Menon, "Shaping the Future of Dispute Resolution and Improving
Access to Justice”, Supreme Court of Singapore, 2016, https:/[www.supremecourt.gov.
sg/Data/Editor/Documents/%5BFinal%5D%20Global%20Pound%20Conference%20
Series%202016%20-%20'Shaping%20the%?20Future%200f%20Disputed20Resolu-
tion%20%20Improving%?20Accesst20to%?20]ustice’pdf.
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relationship among sovereign States, while domestic law deals
primarily with the activity of individuals within the boundaries of
sovereign States. The cross-border—for that matter "international”—
activity of individuals (and business) is not part of the ordinary
regulatory ambit of domestic legal orders. Accordingly, courts deal
mostly with purely domestic cases. International Commercial Courts
cover this gap for international business.

There are three main categories of International Commercial Courts:?
e courts that form part of a Special Economic Zone (SEZ);
e stand-alone courts that have jurisdiction over “international
commercial" matters;
e international chambers within domestic courts.

The QFC is also one of the rare cases
of zones that may be characterised as
“onshore”, meaning that QFC-registered
entities may operate and offer services
everywhere within the borders of

the country, not exclusively within

the geographical borders of the zone.

The QICDRC belongs to the first category. Nevertheless, it has certain
unique features that give it a special position within the family of
International Commercial Courts. These special features are the result
of both the institutional embeddedness of the court in the SEZ of the
Qatar Financial Centre (QFC), as well as of the institutional structure
of the court as such. The QICDRC is a court of an “onshore” SEZ. SEZs
represent one strategy of applying domestic law instead of-or in
parallel with-international investment law as a way to attract foreign
investment and provide safeguards to foreign investors.® In order to
do so, a "special” jurisdiction is carved out for the application
of a separate economic regime within the country-hence the term

2. See G. Dimitropoulos, International Commercial Courts: Between Globalization and
Sovereignty Reassertion (on file with the author).

3. According to a definition by the World Bank, "SEZs are generally defined as geo-
graphically delimited areas administered by a single body, offering certain incentives
(generally duty-free importing and streamlined customs procedures, for instance) to
businesses which physically locate within the zone;" FIAS, Special Economic Zone:
Performance, Lessons Learned, and Implication for Zone Development (World Bank
2008) 2.
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Special Economic Zone.* SEZs are usually fenced-in areas, and
are traditionally located in or near seaports or airports. The
number of such zones multiplied in the 1980s, and continues to rise
exponentially in the 21st century. SEZs may be used for storage,
re-export and transshipment operations, and/or for manufacturing
operations. In some parts of the world, special zones are nowadays
also used for the promotion of foreign investment in services,
prominently financial services, not only for trade in products. The QFC
is one example. The QFC is also one of the rare cases of zones that
may be characterised as "onshore", meaning that QFC-registered
entities may operate and offer services everywhere within the borders
of the country, not exclusively within the geographical borders of
the zone. The QICDRC is thus a court that forms part of an onshore
SEZ. It is more embedded in the ordinary legal order of the State
than any other court of at least the first category of International
Commercial Courts.

This status has led to a greater sensitivity of the QICDRC towards the
ordinary legal order of the State in many more areas. When it comes
to enforcement, the QICDRC features an enforcement judge with
a prominent career in the ordinary courts of the State of Qatar,
which facilitates the enforcement of QICDRC judgments enforced as
judgments of the State of Qatar. Moreover, while the default language
of proceedings of the QICDRC is English, the parties may also choose
Arabic. The Court's judgments are made public in English and Arabic
on the website of the court.®

Another feature that separates it from the other International
Commercial Courts is organizational. The QICDRC has a First Instance
Circuit and an Appellate Circuit. The First Instance Circuit has
jurisdiction over civil and commercial disputes arising between
parties and having a connection to the QFC. An institutional

4. See generally FIAS, note 3; T. Farole and G. Akinci (eds.), Special Economic Zones:
Progress, Emerging Challenges, and Future Directions (World Bank 2011).

5. See https://www.gicdrc.com.ga/the-courts/judgments.
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innovation of the QICDRC is the QFC Regulatory Tribunal.® The
Regulatory Tribunal has jurisdiction to hear appeals against decisions
of the QFC Authority, the Regulatory Authority, and other QFC
institutions. Its judgments can be appealed before the Appellate
Circuit.

Requests for academic collaboration are
always treated as opportunities to allow
for the academy and the public at large
fo learn about the institution

The QICDRC is a special and unique institution for many more
reasons, out of which | would like to highlight one in particular. It is
a court that-while bearing all the features of traditional courts-is at
the same time a very open institution, both at the institutional level
and the level of the individuals composing the QICDRC—the President,
the Judges and the Registrar, the CEQ, the Senior Legal Counsel,
and all the staff. | would especially like to highlight the openness of
the Court when it comes to academic exchange and research, as
well as the closeness of the institution to academics and academic
inquiry. Requests for academic collaboration are always treated as
opportunities to allow for the academy and the public at large to
learn about the institution. At the same time, they are treated as
opportunities for institutional learning. All these features make the
QICDRC a unique institution in the system of domestic as well as
international adjudication.

6. See QFC Law No. 7/2005, art. 8.

GEORGIOS DIMITROPOULOS is an Associate Professor of Law at Hamad Bin Khalifa
University (HBKU) College of Law. He is also a Research Associate at the University College
London Centre for Law, Economics and Society and the University College London Centre
for Blockchain Technologies.

Dr. Dimitropoulos studied law at the University of Athens, and holds an LL.M. from Yale
Law School, as well as an LL.M. and a Ph.D. summa cum laude from the University of
Heidelberg. Before joining HBKU Law, he was a Senior Research Fellow at the Max Planck
Institute Luxembourg and a Hauser Research Scholar at New York University (NYU) School
of Law. He completed an internship at the European Commission's Directorate General
Enterprise and Industry. During his Ph.D. studies he worked as a research assistant at the
Institute for German and European Administrative Law of the University of Heidelberg. He
has also been admitted as Barrister and Solicitor at the Athens Bar Association.

Dr. Dimitropoulos's research seeks to expand the boundaries of international economic law
and dispute settlement, both thematically and methodologically. He uses mixed method
approaches to unpack the complex relationship between international and domestic law.
His work has appeared in journals such as the Northwestern Journal of International Law &
Business, the Journal of International Dispute Settlement, the Journal of World Investment
& Trade, the Law & Practice of International Courts & Tribunals, the Journal of Law &
Policy, and the Maastricht Journal of European & Comparative Law. His latest co-edited
book, Regulating Blockchain: Techo-Social and Legal Challenges was published by Oxford
University Press in 2019.
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Partner, K&L Gates LLP, Doha
Honourary Secretary, ClArb Qatar & QFC

| have been fortunate to have been a user of, and collaborator with,
the Qatar International Court and Dispute Resolution Centre (QICDRC)
since my arrival in Qatar in January 2012. During that time, it has
been a pleasure and privilege to witness how the court—and, in
particular, the team running the QICDRC—has developed its role and
deepened its engagement with the business and legal community in
Qatar.

When the QICDRC appointed Faisal Rashid Al-Sahouti as its CEQ,
my personal perception was that this represented a landmark
development for the centre. At a stroke, it was no longer merely an
international dispute resolution centre; it was making a bold and
clear statement that it was Qatari as well. The vision of the QICDRC
and its CEQ has been clear since that time—not only to continue
to strengthen and deepen the centre's engagement with the
international dispute resolution community, but also to ensure that
the QICDRC is seen as an integral part of the judicial machinery in
Qatar.

Since the CIArb established our branch
and company within the QFC, the
QICDRC has continued to be a vocal
and active supporter of our work.

Faisal and his team have adeptly managed the continued development
of these two aims. So, for instance, Faisal was an energetic and vocal
supporter of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb), who wanted
to establish a branch in Qatar. As the branch Honourary Secretary of
the ClArb, | had the great privilege of working with Faisal and our
President of ClArb Qatar—Ahmad Ali H. Al Ansari, Manager of the
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Technical Department of Ashghal—to get our branch established. The
QICDRC agreed to be our sponsors, entered into an MOU with the
ClArb, and even gave us office space on the 11th floor of QFC Tower 2,
so that we now sit with our dispute resolution colleagues in the
QICDRC. This is, truly, the QICDRC showing exceptional support for all
dispute resolution in Qatar. Since the ClArb established our branch and
company within the QFC, the QICDRC has continued to be a vocal and
active supporter of our work. In particular, the QICDRC has helped us
develop our outreach to the Qatari community—for example, enabling
us to broaden our communication on social media, by helping us send
Tweets in Arabic to potential Qatari and Arabic-speaking members and
students with an interest in dispute resolution.

Farties are already beginning to choose
the QIC as the competent court—not
just in arbitration clauses in contracts,
but even in live arbitrations

Another significant milestone in which the QICDRC played a
significant part was its role in helping to shape the drafting of the
new Civil and Commercial Arbitration Law (Law No. 2/2017). Indeed,
this new law will, in my view, act as the catalyst for the most inter-
esting and significant growth that the Qatar International Court (QIC)
may experience in the next ten years of its development. As readers
may know, the new Civil and Commercial Arbitration Law now
contains a provision that allows parties to nominate the QIC (or, more
precisely, the First Instance Circuit of the Civil and Commercial Court
of the Qatar Financial Centre) as the "competent court” for the
purposes of overseeing and administering arbitrations seated in
Qatar. This provision in Article 1 of the Civil and Commercial
Arbitration Law is the first provision in Qatari Law allowing parties
without any prior nexus to the QFC to opt into the jurisdiction of the
QIC. Parties are already beginning to choose the QIC as the compe-
tent court—not just in arbitration clauses in contracts, but even in
live arbitrations. Two of my current Doha-seated arbitrations now
have the QFC Court as the competent court—and we expect to see
the QFC Court develop a substantial case-load and jurisprudence
with respect to arbitration-related judgments.

That parties are choosing to opt into the QFC Court speaks volumes
for the quality of the judiciary that the QICDRC has appointed, and
also for the tremendous efficiency with which the court—and its
Registrar, Christopher Grout—runs cases. The Registrar operates an
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extremely modern and approachable court service, while always
adopting "best in class" international practice in terms of filing of
claim forms, allocation of judges, fixing of court dates and enabling
communication between parties and the court. | have had direct
experience of this—for instance, on a particular case, the Court
facilitated the setting up of a regime that mirrored the Part 36 regime
in England & Wales, allowing parties to make settlement offers on a
"without prejudice save as to costs” basis. Precisely because the QIC
and the Registrar enabled that system to be established, the parties
were able to make "Part 36" offers, enabling the parties to settle their
dispute amicably well before trial. The whole litigation lasted less
than 12 months—an enviably fast disposal of a case by any measure.

That the QIC now has its own
enforcement judge is yet another clear
example of how the court has grown in
the last ten years, and which also shows
it is ready to face the challenges and
opportunities that the new decade will
bring, as a vibrant and innovative
member of the Qatari legal system.

BIOGRAPHY

Of course, there are always cases which cannot be resolved—and
which therefore have to proceed to trial. | have had the privilege
of appearing before the Appellate Division of the QFC Court as
advocate—with the presiding judge being Lord Phillips of Worth
Matravers, before his retirement as presiding judge of the QIC,
accompanied by Justice Hassan Al Sayed and Justice Sir William Blair.
Again, this case showed the superb synthesis that the QICDRC has
achieved—bringing together some of the most respected legal minds
from the international community and blending them with leading
Qatari jurists. That the QIC now has its own enforcement judge is yet
another clear example of how the court has grown in the last
ten years, and which also shows it is ready to face the challenges
and opportunities that the new decade will bring, as a vibrant and
innovative member of the Qatari legal system.

It has been a privilege to have known, worked with, and witnessed
the development of the outstanding team at the QICDRC. | wish them
every success for the next ten years and beyond.

MATTHEW WALKER a partner in the Doha and London offices of KE&L Gates, focuses his
practice in construction law and dispute resolution. He has acted as advocate and counsel
in ICC and QICCA arbitrations in Qatar, the UAE, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, India and

the United Kingdom, and as co-counsel in cases before the Qatar Court of First Instance.
He has litigated in the Qatar International Court, including appearing as an advocate before
the Appellate Division of the Qatar International Court, and has also litigated in the
Technology & Construction Court and the Court of Appeal in England. He has acted as

Sole Arbitrator in a QICCA arbitration in which he issued a Final Award, and has been
appointed to QICCA's panel of arbitrators.

Mr. Walker also provides non-contentious construction advice, particularly in the rail
sector. He has undertaken secondments to Qatar Rail, London Underground and the
Crossrail Project for a contractor. He has provided tendering advice and contract review
for the multi-billion dollar civil engineering contracts for the new Doha Metro being built
by Qatar Rail. He has advised a client in the energy sector on contract drafting and risk
management for the provision of hydro-electric equipment to overseas clients. He has
carried out the construction drafting on an implementation agreement for a £326 million
rail project in London, agreements for lease on a flagship commercial development in East
London, and construction contracts (including FIDIC, NEC, JCT, ACE, RIBA and bespoke
forms) on construction projects of varying size and complexity.

Mr. Walker holds a Bachelor of Laws from Kings College, University of London and is
admitted for practice in England and Wales.
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The Trilingual French Civil Code

e The first publication to provide access to the entire French Civil Code in
English and Arabic

e A guide including 10 introductory notes in both English and Arabic
distributed between provisions of the Civil Code
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What's in your Practical Toolbox?

Lexis® Middle East - Practical Guidance is your gateway to deeper and more accurate research.
www.lexismiddleeast.com

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
Frequently asked questions by in-house lawyers on various topics, with answers provided by leading
experts from across the MENA region.

PRACTICE NOTES (Gulf Legal Advisor)
GCC tailor-made “how-to” guidance prepared and updated by leading experts and linked to related
legislation and cases. These also include Comparative Practice Notes.

CHECKLISTS & FLOWCHARTS
Visual practice tools created to help users understand the workflow of a new topic or to check your
current procedures to ensure that no step is overlooked.

SKILLSETS FOR LAWYERS
Saoft skills and practical tips on being the best lawyer you can be, building and growing your firm and/or
legal team.

FORMS & PRECEDENTS

Detailed model documents including, typical clauses and contract templates, standard form contracts,
agreements, letters, clauses, definitions, board minutes, forms, notices, schedules, palicies, licenses,
resolutions etc.

PRACTICE GUIDES
“All you need to know" guides for a number of sectors and industries: Arbitration Data Protection, VAT,
Excise Tax, Capital Markets and Employment etc, with direct access to forms, guidelines and e-services.

COMPARATIVE TABLES

Overview of key issues across a number of Practice Areas, comparing regulations and practices of
onshore GCC jurisdictions, freezones and foreign jurisdictions. The Tables include direct links to
practical guidance from different global LexisNexis sources.

LEGISLATIVE INSIGHTS
In-depth examination and analysis of key legislation and their practical implementation, written by
leading experts from across the Middle East.

TOOLKITS
Single view of all documents and practical insight on a particular topic or industry.

OUR COVERAGE

WA Practice Areas
Jurisdictions
vi0[05d Contributing Firms & Institutions
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Essential information you can’t get anywhere else

U n I eas h you r fu I I On top of fully amended and consolidated laws translated from

Arabic to English by our strategic partner Sader Legal Publi-
t t. I .th th shing and regulatory material for more than 50 freezones and
po en Ia WI e new agencies, Lexis Middle East is the only platform that includes
° ° translations of all GCC gazette indexes and more than 15,000
Lexis Middle East case summaries.

Accomplish tasks faster with know-how from leading local
practitioners

The Middle East is a vibrant and rewarding business The new Lexis Middle East platform encompasses a complete
up-to-date set of practical guidance tools and documents:

h({b that,legql practitioners C'an now fully tackle Questions & Answers, Getting the Deal Through, Toolkits, and
with Lexis Middle East’s straightforward access to more than 1,300 exclusive Practice Notes from Gulf Legal
decisive online legal content in English. Advisor.
Gulf Legal Advisor makes each discipline accessible through the
guidance of lawyers who work in that field of law, day in and
day out. It provides busy practitioners with the what, how, and
why of the GCC laws that they need to work profitably daily.
Work at maximum efficiency with cutting-edge features
The new powerful search engine comes with numerous inno-
vative features such as Fast track, Drilldown, Case Pathfinder, or
Dynamic Table of Content, which have been designed for quick
and easy access to the information you need.
Stay on top of the latest developments
Access magazines like The Oath or The MENA Business Law
Review, regional office law firm newsletters like Al Tamimi
& Co's or Clyde & Co's and daily news updates drawn from
350+ Attorney Authors over 350 local sources.
100+ Contributing Law Firms Receive alerts regarding any new content or content updates
1,300+ Practice Notes on the platform via our fully customizable alert module.
550+ Questions &Answers Support you can count on
15,000+ Case Summaries With our GCC-wide team on the ground supported by our
14 Gazettes Followed London and Paris offices, our team is on hand to assist you
350+ Legal Sources face-to-face or remotely to ensure that you make the best out
34 Books of our solutions.

f( " LexisNexis
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